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RESPONDING TO THE CRISIS 
OF AIDS 


WITH LECTURES, MINISTRYS 
AND PLANS FOR A SUPPORT GROUP 


Tragically, the numbers continue to 
increase. As they do, we are ever 
reminded that the Lehigh Valley is not 
immune to the growing crisis of AIDS. 

According to the state Department 
of Health, whose statistics are incom- 
plete at best, the number of cases in the 
Lehigh Valley region of eastern Penn- 
sylvania stood at 18 a year ago. Today, 
there are 39 on the official count. 

Since last December, every one of 
the area's hospitals has seen an increase 
in the number of AIDS patients it has under 
active care. At St. Luke's Hospital, for 
example, the number has grown from seven 
to 10 during that period; at Allentown 
Hospital, from two to five; at the Lehigh 
Valley Hospital Center, from three to 
seven. 

Even at Allentown Osteopathic 
Hospital and at Sacred Heart, where no 
cases had been treated through the end 
of 1984, they have seen two and one, 
respectively, so far this year. 

The local news has been filled with 
stories about AIDS: children with AIDS 
Related Complex are denied admission to 
school in Warren County, New Jersey... 

a protest by inmates at Lehigh County 


Prison after they learned that one of 
their members had tested.positive to the 
HTLV-3 antibody...a health care worker 
at one of the area's hospitals succumbs 
to. the disease. 

And local health officials tell us 
what already everyone knows: that the 
crisis is bound to get a lot worse. 

There has not yet been in the 
Lehigh Valley the overwhelming call that 
has taken place in the large cities for 
the local gay organizations to help 
respond to the crisis. Even so, the 
Lambda Center, Le-Hi-Ho and other groups 
are gearing up to provide assistance so 
they'll be ready when they are needed. 

Already the Lambda Center has 
formed a formal committee that has begun 
to serve as a liaison group to local 
health officials and agencies. It has 
begun distributing educational materials 
for gay men about the HTLV-3 antibody 
test and safe sex practices and is con- 
sidering proposals for establishing a 
Support group for AIDS patients, which 
might include a "buddy system" network 
of the type that has been used so 
successfully in other cities. 

continued on page 4 
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CENTER COLUMN 


CENTER PREPARES FOR STUDDS 
DISCUSSES AIDS CRISIS 


BY HUNTLEY HAVERSTOCK 


Planning for the upcoming visit of 
Massachusetts’ openly gay congressman, 
Gerry Studds, to the Lehigh Valley on 
November 15 dominated the Lambda Center's 
Oct. 3 board meeting. 

To help in the process, members of 
the board and others have taken on some 
of the cost of Studds' visit. 

One has agreed to donate the cost 
of printing the tickets. Two other 
board members will cover the cost of the 
hors d'oeuvres for the pre-dinner cocktail 
party. Two local florists have also 
offered to donate the table decorations. 

But all of this work will be in vair 
if the gay community (you know who you 
are) doesn't come through by buying ~ 
tickets. It is only by your contributions 
and presence that the banquet can be a 
success. By our participation, we can 
show a visitor who does not know the area 
thatthe Lehigh Valley's gay and lesbian 
community is as dynamic a group of people 
as might be found in the metropolitan 
centers of New York and Philadelphia. 

The other major topic of discussion 
at the meeting concerned the HTLV-3 
blood screening test. Recently, the 
health departments of the cities of 
Allentown and Bethlehem, as well as other 
Lehigh Valley medical institutions, have 
requested use of the center as an 
alternative site for gathering blood 
samples. 
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In the course of a wide-ranging 
discussion, the board decided the issue 
needed further study. In particular, 
concerns were expressed aboutwhat control 
the center would have over the process 
and the confidentiality of names. 

Several board members and other 
interested individuals volunteered to 
explore the issue and report back to the 
board at its next meeting on Nov. /7. 

It should also be noted that on 
Friday, Sept. 27, the Lambda Center's 
hotline registered its 1,000 call. Hotline 
workers have shown by their commitment to 
the community that they are willing to 
take on a difficult task. They have 
dealt with everything from people seeking 
information about AIDS to the crank calls 
of homophobic pranksters. 

To celebrate its first anniversary, 
the hotline volunteers and other invited 
guests held a party at the center on 
Sunday, Oct. 20. A good time was had 
by all. 

Attention: The center is looking 
for someone who owns a personal computer 
that has the capacity to print 7/50 
mailing labels. A board member who 
handled the center's monthly mailings 
is "retiring" at the end of the year, 
and her generous sevices need to be 
replaced. To volunteer, leave your name 
with the center's hotline, 433-5444. 


Opinions expressed in articles or letters 
are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of Le-Hi-Ho. 
Inclusion of the name of any person or 
organization should nt be taken as an 
indication of sexual orientation. Le- 
Hi-Ho assumes no responsibility for the 
quality of goods or services provided by 
its advertisers or those listed in the 
Resource Section. 
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In addition, the Center's series of 
monthly lectures on various topics turned 
again to the AIDS issue in September 
when public health officials from Allen- 
town and Bethlehem were on hand to discuss 
the HTLV-3 antibody blood screening that 
began earlier this year and the alternative 
testing sites that have been established 
through each city's venereal disease 
ClINLes . 

The discussion was led by Mark 
Walker, a psychologist at St. Luke's 
Hospital, who spoke about the counseling 
he offers at the alternative sites before 
and after the administration of the test, 
and Barbara Stader, an associate director 
of the Allentown Health Bureau. 

Also on hand were some of the medical 
professionals from the staff of the 
Miller Memorial Blood Center. They 


explained that of the 14,000 tests done 
on samples of donated blood since the 
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GET OUT YOUR 


POODLE SKIRTS 
& SADDLE SHOES 


(CALL FOR DATE) 


NEW HOURS 


program began, 16 donors were found to 

have tested positive to the HTLV-3 antibody. 
Those units were withdrawn from the 

Miller Center's donation pool. 

Meanwhile, at Allentown's alternative 
testing site, five of 24 people who 
requested the test were found to be 
"reactive." At Bethlehem's, the ratio 
as of that date was found to be four out 
of 32 tests. 

About 40 members of the Lehigh Valley's 
eay community attended the September 
lecture, and they brought both pertinent 
and poignant points of view to share. 

Many questioned the confidentiality 
of the tests, although the health officials 
were quick to offer assurances that the 
names would remain secret. 

"There has never been a breach of 
confidentiality at the Allentown Health 
Bureau. There never will be a breach at 
the Allentown Health Bureau," said Gary 





524 W.Berwick St. 
Easton, PA 
250-0803 


MONDAY THRU FRIDAY - 3PM TO 2AM 
SATURDAY -NOON TILL 2AM 


Gurian, the health department's director. 

In a more touching moment, one gay 
man told about the panic and confusion he 
experienced when he learned a few weeks 
before that he had tested positively to 
the HTLV-3 antibody. 

On another front, two local pastors 
associated with the Lambda Center have won 
the cooperation of several local physicians 
to offer a ministry to those AIDS patients 
who might have no one to turn to for 
Spiritual guidance. They have already 
received one request for a pastoral 
visit——but, sadly, the patient, at the 
time, was in critical condition and 
died before the complications of meeting 
him could be arranged. 

Le-Hi-Ho has helped fill the needs 
gap by devoting two of its successive 
monthly meetings this fall to the topic 
of "Coping With the Fear of AIDS." The 
first, held on October 27, was scheduled 





November 22-23 


Saturday... 
- walk in the woods, go horseback riding nearby 


open bar and a buffet. 


Disco continues until 2:00 a.m. 


Sunday... 
- Touch Football Game begins at 1:00 
- Tea Dance in Disco 3:00 





or search for treasures in local flea markets and antique shops. 
3 p.m. Ladies for the 80’s Party begins. Includes one hour 


- Dinner served 5:30 - 10:00. Remember to make reservations. 


to be led by an area psychologist familiar 
with the problem. The next, at 2 p.m. 

on November 24, will include an informal 
round-table discussion on the matter. 

In addition, both Le-Hi-Ho and the 
Lambda Center were participants in a 
"Physicians' Forum" on the HTLV-3 anti- 
body testing program at the Allentown 
Hilton last June just as the blood screen- 
ing and testing programs were about to get 
underway. 

In the future,the Lehigh Valley's 
gay organizations are bound to become 
even more deeply involved in responding 
to the AIDS crisis as it worsens. Indeed, 
the public health officials have indicated 
that they would welcome that involvement. 

Said Stader, who'd like to see a 
valley-wide AIDS task force established 
sometime soon, "The time is here to begin 
looking at the future." 
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CATERING TO BOTH 
MEN & WOMEN 





Rainbow Mountain Resort is “The Gay Resort” in the 
beautiful Pocono Mountains of Pennsylvania. Open 
all year ‘round, we offer a variety of comfortable 
lodging, gourmet dining, dancing in the disco and 
your choice of the many seasonal activities both on 
and off the premises. Romp on 85 wooded acres, 
swim, boat, fish, play tennis, badminton, volleyball, 
shuffleboard, bocci, horseshoes or ice skate, sled 
and cross country ski in season! Nearby you can go 
riding, antiquing, golfing, rafting, downhill skiing, 
shopping, to the movies or to one of the many 
Pocono highlights mother nature has provided. 


e Close Enough For A 
Quick Get Away 

e Far Enough To Feel 
Truly Vacationed 


For Rates and Information 


717-225-8484 


RD #5 BOX 788 East Stroudsburg, Pa 18301 





VALLEY SEEN 


LOCAL BAR OWNER ATTENDS 


SCREENING AT PLUMBSTEADVILLE INN 
BY MICHAEL 


I'm not quite sure where to begin, 
or how I'm going to end this month's 
column--there were so many comments about 
last month's....I guess first I should 
congratulate Jeff S. from Easton, who 
correctly defined "tribadism" as 
"lesbianism" and who chose the SILHOUETTE 
LOUNGE as his bar of choice for the 
$10.00 gift certificate. Many thanks 
to all others who called; better luck next 
time! Secondly, I must apologize to Timbe, 
who has withdrawn his offer to help me in 
this column. On one of my binges, I 
purportedly bit his arm, thereby ruffling 
his feathers. My sincerest apologies, 
Timbe, and I promise I won't mention a 
word on how you came to proclaim yourself 
the "Bar Bozo of Candida's." 

October was quite a month of 
festivities. Though my deadline is too 
early to enable me to report on the 
Halloween parties, there are a few 
highlights to mention. The owner of 
ROSEMARY'S, 2327 Hanover Avenue, Allentown, 
made a true-to-form splendiforous appear- 
ance at the Plumsteadville Inn. Magnifi- 
cently attired as always, it was reported 
(though the Inn's management refuses to 
confirm or deny the story) that shortly 
after being seated, Ms. G. was beckoned 
by the call of nature. Finding the door 
to the ladies' room locked, she decided 
to wait it out by reclining against 
the wall. Unfortunately the wall in 
reality was a folding screen, and the 


misfortunate Ms. G. found herself tightly 
clutching a palm tree sprawled over the 


table of the very surprised diners seated 
on the other side of the screen. She 
asked me not to mention her BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION on November 2nd, but to 
instead focus on her new specials. 
and Ladies' Nights are Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays respectively, from 7 to ll 
p.-m., with discounts on domestic beer and 
bar liquor. The Thursday night specials 
for November will feature "ORIGINAL DISCO" 
Nov. 9, “SOUNDS OF STRIESAND' Nov. 14, 
"POLKA" Nov. 21, and a "SING-ALON: 
DANCE-ALONG" Thanksgiving evening. (Bar 
opens et 8 p.m. on Thanksgiving Day.) 
Congratulations (or condolences? ) 


Men's 


to Uncle Dave at the STONEWALL BAR, 28 
North 10th Street, Allentown, who was 
recently wed to very lovely Karen. Though 
not gay, we hope to get to know and love 
her as we have Dave. In wishing them 
happiness, we must also express the hope, 
concern, and expectation that she will 

not be too quick to run off with a 

lesbian lover. (By the way, has anyone 
seen Barb or Irma lately?) Wednesday, 
November 27th, is Full Moon, traditionally 
a night of strange happenings and even 
stranger people. A $3.00 cover will gain 
admittance to the WALL'S "HARVEST MOON 
BALL." Come disco to music specially 
selected for the occasion. And while 
we're on the subject, does anyone know 
what bar manager was seen the nights of 
October 14th and 15th in the company of 

a world-renowned ice skater? (An 
absolutely gorgeous hunk of man! 
Joe; it wasn't Jack.) 


The 13th STREET PUB, 130 South 13th 
Street, Easton, will be featuring a female 
dancer on Saturday, November 9th, from 
8 to 10 p.m., and a male dancer on 
Tuesday, Nov. 19th, from 10 p.m. to 
midnight. Saturday, November 23rd, the 
PUB will sponsor a "BEER NIGHT" with two 
separate hours during the evening of DRAFT 
MUGS AT ONLY 25¢ each, and a "HAT GIVE- 
AWAY." Saturday, November 30th, will be 
"LEATHER NIGHT."" From 10 p.m. to mid- 
night, those dressed in leather (chaps, 
jockstraps, vests, pants, jackets-—-(NO, 
shoes and belts do NOT count) will receive 
a 50¢ discount on all mixed drinks; other 
drink specials will be offered throughout 
the night. Another note: The PUB will 
open Thanksgiving Day at 9 p.m. Micky 
and Madeline have been very adept at keep- 
ing out of the public eye. Madeline 
claims they are just boring people, but 
this writer doubts that claim very much. 
If any reader has a humorous (or tacky) 
story to relate concerning either, please 
send it c/o Michael, VALLEY SEEN, P.O. 

Box 1656, Allentown, PA 18105. If 
selected for an upcoming issue, it will 
earn you a $10.00 gift certificate to drink 
at any one of the bars listed in this 


Relax 





column. Also, watch for the details on 
the appearance of Quentin Crisp in 
December. 

Girls, get out your poodle skirts 
and saddle shoes! The SILHOUETTE LOUNGE, 
524 West Berwick Street, Easton, is going 
all out this month for an "OLDIES NIGHT." 
The date has not yet been set, but you 
can expect quite a celebration. Lora and 
Evie are now sole owners, having bought 
out their partner since last issue, so 
stop by and wish them the best of luck. 
The SILHOUETTE offers half-price drinks 
for men every Tuesday from 8 to 10 p.m.; 
Ladies' Night is Wednesday. The bar will 
be open regular hours on Thanksgiving Day. 

Your writer had the opportunity to 
attend "OKTOBERFEST" at Altieri's BLUE 
BUGLE, 724 Main Street, Stroudsburg. At 
first a little concerned by the attendance, 
by 11:30 p.m. the people started to pour in; 
by midnight the booze was flowing and the 
crowd stomping to German marches and 
polkas. For those who have not yet 
experienced the BUGLE, the Valley's 
oldest gay bar (still operated under 
the expert guidance of Hans), November 
23rd will afford the chance. For a $2.00 


LOOKING 


cover, one can partake of the buffet and 
meet new friends at the "TURKEY TROT." 
P.S. While visiting Stroudsburg, don't 
park in the space reserved for handi- 
capped drivers EVEN if there is no other 
parking space available and EVEN if there 
are vandals ripping up benches across 
the street! (Ask David for details.) 
Laura and GeorgeAnne, your hostesses 
at RAINBOW MOUNTAIN, Mt. Nebo Drive, 
Marshalls Creek, are very proud to have 
been selected to host "LADIES OF THE 
EIGHTIES" on Saturday, November 23rd. 
A TEA DANCE from 3 to 9 p.m. will 
kick-off with a one hour OPEN BAR. 
Cover is $5.00 per person; buffet will 
be served throughout. Overnight accomo- 
dations should be reserved now as rooms 
are limited. Call (717)223-8484. I 
might also mention that RAINBOW MOUNTAIN's 
dining room WILL be open Thanksgiving 
Day. For those who don't know how to cook, 
don't feel like making a big turkey dinner 
for just two, or just want to get away for 
the holiday, a traditional dinner will be 
served. Again, reservations are suggested. 
Though it might be the last time I am 
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For An Apartment?— 
WE HAVE THEM!— 


Center City & West End Locations 
Starting AS LOW AS $275/M0oO. 


. 432-8525 or 433-4244 
= 


i 
Bludwig Properties— 


Linden Park Townhouse #2 
LO13 LINDEN ST., ALLENTOWN, PA 18102 








ever invited to any special event by the 
crew at CANDIDA, 12th & Chew, Allentown, 
I attended a sumptuous birthday feast in 
honor of Crystal and Candida. Two long 
white Lincoln limousines (courtesy of 
Kitty) chauffered us to tHe Vineyard. As 
dinner progressed, and toast fell upon 
toast fell upon martini, celebration led 
to raucousness led to total debauchery. 
Staying stone sober as always, I gleaned 
enough information that evening to fill 
this column for the next two years; 
maybe even enough to fill a book! So 
many stories and insults flying, I found 
myself trying to stuff veal in my mouth 
with a pen! At one point I vaguely re- 
call being at the zoo--the kitty meowing 
and growling, the eagle screeching, the 


respect for your aunt!" she hollered. 
(And if you know Steph, you know she can 
holler!) "I'm sorry," said Jo—-Jo con- 
tritely. "Hey, Aunt Moose, would you 
please pass me the potatoes?" 

CANDIDA will sponsor a "TRIVIA 
WHIZ CONTEST" Saturday afternoon, 
November 9tn, with awards for first and 
second place. Tuesday's Ladies’ Night 
and Thursday's Men's Night each feature 
2-for-1 drinks from 11 p.m. until mid- 
night. Half-price drinks are the crux 
of Saturday afternoon's HAPPY HOUR crowd 
from 4 to 5 p.m. One last item, Steph 
and hubby Joe celebrated their 17th 
Wedding Anniversary recently. Always 
helpful Georgette, figuring that after 
17 years "enough is enough," offered his 


moose 'moo-oo—-oo-ing." What am I talking aid in intervening to break up the 
about? relationship. Steph screamed, "Don't 
Kitty we all know and love. (I'll you dare!" but Joe had no comment. (Hmn, 
save the dumpster story for a later ..-l wonder? ) 
issue.) About the eagle, you'll have to Well as they say, "It's been real!" 
ask Larry R. But the moose.... I could go on about the three hour 
It seems Candida somehow affection-— conversation Candida had from 3 to 6 a.m. 
ately became known to her nephew's one morning in a parked car in front of her 
friends and teammates as "MOOSE." (It West End home, or about the details as 
couldn't have anything to do with her to why no one is getting any sleep these 
build, could it?...Nah!) But anyway, days at the "Lesbian Lodge" on 4lst 
one night at her sister Steph's house Street, but I'm already over my limit. 
for dinner, nephew Jo-Jo said "Hey Moose, I hope to see you all at the many events 
pass me the potatoes." Steph, wanting lined up for November. And who knows, 
to be a good mother and instill some maybe next month you too will be "in 
manners in her son, quickly leapt to her the valley seen." So long! 
sister's defense. "Jo-Jo! Show a little 


LAMBDA WOMEN 


THIS IS SISTERHOOD? 
BY KIPPIEBRACKEN 


Last month's column dealt with the 
frustration that some Lambda Center 
officials have expressed over the lack 
of interest in Center activities by 


many area lesbians. Although Women's 
Night continues to be a huge success, the 
fifteen or twenty regular participants 
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Lambda Center 


P.O. Box 1656, Allentown, Pa. 18101 


BULLETIN BOARD 


Saturday, lpm 
WORK PARTY - NOVEMBER 25 


We have many chores to complete 

at the Center at 742 Hamilton Mall 
before winter sets in. Book cases 
must be constructed to house the 
library, fall cleaning, mailing 
lists to complete, envelopes to 
stuff, and many other things. 

COME LISTEN TO ROCK AND ROLL, AND 
DRINK FREE BEER AND WINE and help 
us ready the Center for Winter!!! 


- NOVEMBER 


BRIDGING THE GAP - Well received 
in the Spring, the Fall Session of the 
COED SUPPORT GROUP will begin on Nov. 
4th. Lesbians and gay men are invited 
to explore gay identity and relation- 
ships in a six week course, running two 
hours each Monday evening. The fee is 
$7.00 per session, and advance regis- 
tration is suggested. For more infor- 


mation, please call the HOTLINE at 433- 
5444, 


OUR CONGRATULATIONS TO THE HOTLINE wHo on 


SEPTEMBER 2/1TH answeRED THE LOQOTH cat_!! 
The HOTLINE will be celebrating its First Birth- 
day on October 20th. At 433-5444, they have been 
providing assistance to people in trouble, refer- 
rals for gay sympathetic attorneys and physicians, 
directions to local bars and facilities, and many 
other related items for over one year. We would 
like to take this time to congratulate them on the 
fine job they have performed, and wish them suc- 
cess in the coming year. 





LECTURE SERIES -  £Nov. 15th, 6:30pm - Congressman Gerry Studds at Hotel Bethlehem 
"BEING GAY IN A CONSERVATIVE AMERICA" —- $25.00 Dinner Fee 
December 19th - Panel Discussion of Bisexuality - FREE 


(NOTE: We need a bisexual female to volunteer for the panel. 
If you are interested, please call the HOTLINE at 433-5444.) 





ee A GRAND EVENT ee 


There is still time to order your tickets for Gerry Studds' Dinner Speech at the HOTEL 
BETHLEHEM on November 15th. A cash bar Cocktail Hour, beginning at 6:30 pm will be fol- 
lowed by dinner. Ticket price is $25.00 per person. CONGRESSMAN GERRY STUDDS, the only 


openly gay Congressman currently serving in Congress will speak on "BEING GAY IN A CON- 
SERVATIVE AMERICA". Come show your support! 








Please enroll me as a member of Lambda Center. My $15.00 membership fee is enclosed. 


Please send me tickets at $25.00 per person for Congressman Studds' Dinner Speech. 
NAME PHONE 
ADDRESS Clty STATE ZIP 


Choice of Entree: Chicken Chasseur Brochette of Beef 


Lehigh Valley Lesbian & Gay Community Center 


oo ee aed . P.O. Box 1656. Allentown, PA 18105-1656 


SUNDAY 


HOTLINE 7-10 
433-5444 


10 


HOTLINE 7-10 
433-5444 


17 
HOTLINE BUSINESS 
MEETING 4pm 


HOTLINE 7-10 
433-5444 


24 


LE-HI-HO 2-4pm 


HOTLINE 7-10 
433-5444 


MONDAY 











CO-ED SUPPORT » 
GROUP 7:30pm 


CONVERSATIONAL 
FRENCH 7:30pm 






LA 





CO-ED SUPPORT 
GROUP 7:30pm 







CONVERSATIONAL 
FRENCH 7:30pm 





WOMEN'S NIGHT 
7:30pm 


CO-ED SUPPORT 
GROUP 7:30pm 


“aD 


CO-ED SUPPORT 
GROUP 7:30pm 
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LAMBDA CENTER CALENDAR OF EVENTS - NOVEMBER 
742 Hamilton Mall, Allentown, PA 433-7377 


GAY & LESBIAN HOTLINE 433-5444 
TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 


13 


LCC Religious 
Service 7:30 






BOARD MEETING 
7:30 pm 






MCC Religious 
Service 7:30 


HOTLINE 7-10 
433-5444 












MCC Religious 
Service 7:30 











19 ' 20 


MCC Religious 
Service 7:30 


HOTLINE 7-10 
433-5444 


26 27 | THANKSGIVING 28 


MCC Religious 
Service 7:30 


HOTLINE 7-10 
433-5444 




















FRIDAY 


DROP-IN CENTER 
7 - 10pm 


HOTLINE 7-10pm 
433-5444 


YOUNG ADULT 
GROUP 8-l10pm 


433-5444 


‘S| FUNDRAISER ? 


HOTEL BETHLEHE 
Cocktails & Dinner 












HOTLINE 7-10pm 





SATURDAY 


DROP-IN CENTER 
2-5 pm 


DROP-IN CENTER 
2-5 pm 
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CONGRESSMAN STUDDg DROP-IN CENTER 


6:30pm 
HOTLINE y—10pi 


433-5444 


YOUNG ADULT 
GROUP 8-10pm 


433-5444 


Fes 


DROP-IN CENTER 
7 - 10pm 


HOTLINE 7-10pm 
433-5444 







HOTLINE 7-10pm 


2-5 pm 


a 


WORK PARTY 1 pm. 


DROP-IN CENTER 


2-5 pm 


30 


DROP-IN CENTER 
2- 5 pm 


ee fe “6 


represent only a tiny fraction of the 
local lesbian population. I spoke with 
several women who have not become active 
in the Center and asked "Why not?" 

"It's just for older people, isn't 
it?" replied one young lesbian who had 
just downed her third beer and was trying 
to get the bartender's attention for a 
refill. After my explanation about the 
purpose of the Center she answered, "I 
guess it's OK but I'm not interested. 
I'm kind of into the bar." She told me, 
"My friends are here. IJlike the music 
and the excitement. I don't think I'd 
like it over there." I asked her if she 
came to the bar often. "Oh sure, all 
the time," she replied. "What else is 
there to do?" 

Several other patrons in the same 
establishment told me that they felt the 
Center doesn't stand a chance without a 
liquor license. "Who wants to sit around 
and drink Coke all night?" they asked. 
"Would you go if they served drinks?" 

I questioned. After some initial hedging 
one woman offered, "I think those people 
who go there are snobs. They all think 
the bars aren't good enough for them and 
they call us snobs because we don't go 

to their stuff." "I don't want to have 
anything to do with it," another woman 
added. 

The woman sitting across the table 
from me glanced at her very expensive 
gold watch and apologized for being late. 
An unexpected complication at any early 


morning business meeting had detained her. 
Over lunch she told me why she hasn't been 


to the Center. "I don't feel any need 

to meet new people," she explained. "And 
frankly,'' she added, "I doubt if I'd go 
there even if I felt that need." Her 
highly visible management position in a 


large corporation has made her cautious 
about revealing the details of her life- 
style. She and her lover (of 20 years) 
choose to limit their socialization to 
"a small group of friends, some that 
we've known since the fifties!" "IT 
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wouldn't have the energy or the time to 
become involved,’ she said. "I'm too 
busy with my job and with taking care 
of the house. We're getting ready to 
remodel right after the holidays." I 
asked her if she didn't find such 
exclusion a bit boring. "Not at all," 
she replied. "And it's a hell of a lot 
safer, too. I'm sick of all these radical 
lesbians who want everyone to come out 
of the closet. I've worked too hard to 
get where I am and I'm not ready to lay 
it all on the line by having my name 
linked with the Lambda Center." 

I spent an afternoon with a good 
friend who, like me, chooses to live in 
the country. We were sitting on a rock, 
high atop the Blue Mountain, looking 
down into the Valley which, in its autumn 
splendor, resembled a huge patchwork 
quilt. "First of all," she said, "the 
drive would be a drag." The Center is 
located 30 miles from her home and she 
feels it "just isn't worth it. Maybe 
if I was looking to meet someone, but 
since I'm not, why bother?" "But maybe 
you'd meet some new friends," I offered. 
"Most of the women going to the Center 
are lookiong for more than friendship," 
she said, "and I think they discriminate 
against women who are involved in 
monogamous relationships. It's like if 
you're not into dating, they ignore you. 
I don't need that scene." 

All of the women that I spoke with 
eave me a different reason for why they 
avoidthe Center's activities, but in the 
final analysis it becomes perfectly clear 
that each of them shares one thing in 
common: a basic reluctance to become 
involved with anyone who they perceive 
to be different from themselves. Given 
the political climate of our times, it 
seems a bit ironic that this group of 
individuals who know all too well the 
price of being "different," now chooses 
to turn those same prejudices inward, 
against themselves and their sisters. 
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LE-HI-HO AT A CROSSROADS 


LEHIGH VALLEYS OLDEST GAY ORGANIZATION 
CHANGES WITH THE TIMES | 


New to this second issue of the 
Lambda Valley Monthly is a religion 
column. In it you will find a presentation 
of issues of vital concern to people who 
try to seek a balance between their 
spiritual and affectional needs. 

Expect to see it here monthly. Its 
authorship will be rotated among the 
various gay and lesbian clergy from the 
area. 

The Lambda Valley Monthly also 
needs your help. Its volunteer staff 
numbers only a handful of people, so 
there's plenty of room for more. 

Writers are needed to cover assign-— 
ments, to produce feature stories and to 
write headlines. 

Production people are needed to 
help with page design and paste-ups. 

The circulation staff needs lots of 
extra hands to help with collation, 
distribution and mailings. 

Sorry that we don't have a central 
telephone number, although you can 
probably always reach us, one way or 
another, through the Lambda Center. 
Otherwise, contact us by writing to 


the Lambda Valley Monthly, in care of 
Le-Hi-Ho, Box 1633, Allentown, PA 18105. 


Times change, the needs of people 
change, and Le-Hi-Ho, the Lehigh Valley's 
oldest gay organization, has always found 
the flexibility to change with them. 

Now, as the organization begins another 
season of activity, it finds itself under- 
eoing yet another metamorphosis. 

But first, a bit. of History. 

Le-Hi-Ho was founded in 1969, the 
same year that the Stonewall Riot in 
Greenwich Village gave birth to the gay 
movement as we know it today. In fact, 
there may be no other gay organization in 
the country whose continuous existence is 
as long as Le-Hi-Ho's. 

During the next 16 years, as the gay 
community evolved and the needs of 


lesbians and gay men matured, the goals 
and activities of Le-Hi-Ho were adjusted 
accordingly. 

For example, in its early years, 
Le-Hi-Ho arranged draft counseling for 
gay men. At other times, as it responded 
to the tempo of the local scene, it 
became more political in its tone and in 
its objectives. For a while, it even 
de-emphasized the name Le-Hi-Ho in favor 
of "Citizens for a Better Community" to 
more accurately reflect its activist 
approach. 

The types of monthly meetings it has 
held have changed over the years, too. 
When Le-Hi-Ho was still thought of 
primarily as "an alternative to the 
bars," the gatherings at the Unitarian 
Church in Fountain Hill were more social 
in their orientation, with programs 
designed to facilitate the introduction 
of people to one another. 

Later, as the gay community matured, 
Le-Hi-Ho's monthly programming began to 
include more formal gatherings for lectures, 
seminars and round-table discussions on 
topics of concern to lesbians and gay 
men. During that time, many prominent 
figures from the national gay movement 
brought their observations to the Lehigh 
Valley. 

Tronically, it was the establishment 
of the Lambda Center that is causing 
Le-Hi-Ho to change yet again--ironic 
because Le-Hi-Ho played a leading role 
in the founding of the center. 

The idea for a gay community center 
in the Lehigh Valley was first raised 
during a brainstorming session of Le-Hi-Ho 
in 1982. As a result of that discussion, 
the organization convened a task force to 
study the possibilities for action on the 
proposal, and the center's first fund-raising 
event was held under the auspices of Le- 
Hi-Ho. 

Other people from outside Le-Hi-Ho's 


continued 





membership were quickly drawn into the 
effort. Lawyers were hired and sites were 
examined. Finally, a lease was signed 
for its location at 742 Hamilton Mall. 
But when the Lambda Center was formally 
incorporated in 1983, it was organized to 
be operated entirely independently of 
Le-Hi-Ho. And today, although the two 
organizations enjoy warm and mutually- 
supporting relations, they are connected 
to one another in no more formal way 

than what might be thought of as a 
tenant-landlord relationship. When the 
Lambda Center opened last fall, Le-—Hi-Ho 
moved its monthly meetings there from 

the Unitarian Church where they had 
started 16 years before. 

Gut the establishment of the Lambda 
Center left Le-Hi-Ho without a role. With 
a built-in lecture series of its own 
and a range of other activities and 
services that Le-Hi-Ho used to provide, 
such as the revitalized gay hot line, 
the Lambda Center left Le-Hi-Ho without 
a purpose. 


Other organizations might have 


viewed that kind of development as a 
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crisis, but not Le-Hi-Ho. Different 
eras have seen it pursue different goals, 

so Le-Hi-Ho has come to view the advent 

of the Lambda Center as providing a 
liberating opportunity. With so many 

needs of the gay community now being met 

by the center, Le-Hi-Ho finds itself free 

to strive for other goals that until now 

it had no time to address. 

Ongoing, of course, will be its in- 
volvement in responding to the AIDS crisis. 
Le-Hi-Ho was a full participant in an 
evening informational seminar on the 
HTLV-3 test, held at the Allentown Hilton 
last spring for local health professionals. 
And both its October and November meetings 
have taken "Coping with the Fear of AIDS" 
as their theme. 

Also ongoing will be a project to | 
establish a permanent location at the 
center for Le-Hi-Ho's several-hundred- 
volume library of gay literature and non- 
fiction. The collection has been assembled 
through the generosity of the organization's 
members through the years, but it has never 
enjoyed the convenience of a permanent 
home accessible to all. 
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New projects that Le-Hi-Ho has under 
consideration include the establishment 
of a political advocacy organization for 
the gay community, a support group for 
lesbians andgay men going through the 
process of coming out and a series of 
round-table talks patterned after New 
York's West Side Discussion Group. 

And, so, Le-Hi-Ho, like the gay 
community itself, continues to evolve. 


LE-HI-HO SETS CALENDAR 


Le-Hi-Ho meets at 2 p.m. on the 
fourth Sunday of every month, September 
through June, at the Lambda Center, 742 
Hamilton Mall, Allentown. Changes in 
time, date or place are always announced 
in advance. 

Plans for the 1985-1986 calendar 
includes: 

October 27: "Coping with the Fear 
of AIDS," a presentation by local 
psychologists. 

November 24: "Coping with the Fear 
of AIDS, Part 2," a free-form round- 
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today. 
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Regency Towers, 1600 Lehigh Parkway East, Suite 1-L, 
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table discussion that's intended to be 
an outgrowth of the previous month's 
presentation. 

December 22: An open house Christmas 
party, 4-7 p.m. Last year's party attracted 
more than 100 people. Contributions of 
Christmas goodies or other party snacks 
will be welcomed. 

January 26: The theme will be "Gay 
Politics," and details will be announced. 

February 23: Le-Hi-Ho's annual 
business meeting. Among the housekeeping 
items likely to be on the agenda is a 
proposal for instituting membership dues. 
Plan to attend so your thoughts on a 
variety of issues may be heard. 

March 23: The theme will be "Develop- 
ing Gay Leadership," and details will be 
announced. 


Larry Roth Productions 
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SHOW DATES 


April 30, 1986 
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RELIGION 


GOD LOVES YOU THE WAY YOU ARE 


BY IRENE KRATZ 
PARISH COORDINATOR METROPOLITIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH 


On a weekend not long ago I subjected 
myself to nonstop broadcast evangelists. 
By the time Sunday evening finally settled 
in, I felt depressed, bored and oppressed. 
As a newcomer (more accurately, a 
returnee) to the area, it seemed im-—- 
portant to experience what our brothers 
and sisters live everyday, either 
directly or by influence of "significant 
others" in their lives. The experience 
and reaction was not surprising. However, 
some resulting thoughts broaden my per- 
spective. For the first religion column 
in the Lambda Valley Monthly, it seems 
to be appropriate to share this viewer's 
concerns about the overload we Gay men 
and Lesbians carry as a direct result 
of our local airways bombarding our senses. 
The most obvious thing about anything 
being said on these telecasts is that they 
do not address the social, economic or 
personal issues of our community or those 
of Third World people, the differently 
abled, the aged, or any other group that 
does not conform to the minority nuclear 
family. One is led to believe that 
everyone who is not living in the "white- 
picket-fence-house" style is destroying 
the very fiber of this nation. The 
very fact that we are only mentioned in 
very negative terms cannot be anything 
but an oppressive message to those of 
us who get too much condemnation from other 
sources, and receive minuscule affirmations. 
For those of us lucky enough or 
wise enough to avoid this propaganda, we 
are still subjected to the message by all 


effort to learn the truth of our whole- 
ness. 

We have not even begun to look at the | 
misinterpretations, egos and real agendas | 
of those people who would include the 
pressure that our society subjects us to. 
What about the preachers who want to put 
us in concentration camps? For some of 
us it may appear that it is alarmist to 
worry about that idea. For others, 
we may be afraid it might become a 
reality, so we deny its importance. 
minimum, we are ignored. At maximum, 
we fear for our future as individuals 
and as a community. 

It was not the intention to have this 
first article be so negative. Between 
now and the next writing, I promise to 
not watch false prophets. 

Meanwhile, there is a strong com- 
mitment that resulted from that eye- 
strained weekend. We are created by God 
and loved simply because we are and always 
have been part of God's creation 
and always will be. The commitment is 
that we need to keep on living, responding 
and contesting. By whatever name we 
go to God, we have a message. Many need 
to hear it. The relative closeness or 
distance we each experience of our God 
is not this writer's sole concern. In 
the Valley there is an emerging energy 
from several sources to unit the Gay 
and Lesbian community. We are all 
responsible for the success of the unity, 
especially if we hear the call to 
mature responsibility. 
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At 


the others who hear, believe and make no God loves you just the way you are. 
of each month beginning in November. 

In addition, the organization will 
be adopting a more open and informal 
format with discussions on current 
questions of ethics and of interests. 

Most discussions will have professional 
leaders to offer direction. 

The next meeting will be at 7:30 
p.m. on November 13 at the Lambda Center. 
The topic will be "Is there a gay 
ethic?" All are welcome to attend and 
participate. 


LCC ADOPTING FORMAT 


The Lambda Christian Community, 
one of two religious organizations that 
serves the local gay community, is 
adopting a new format and changing its 
calendar. 

Instead of meeting weekly, LCC will 
eet together on the second Wednesday 
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